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September 9, 2020 
 
Re: Did you Know? 
 
Dear Alberta Foster and Kinship Caregivers, 
 
Did you know that the AFKA meets regularly with the Ministry of Children’s Services?  

We do this so that we can address any concerns that caregivers have brought forward, and also to share what is 
working well. We have a great working relationship with the Ministry of Children’s Services and we meet regularly 
to ensure that the voices of caregivers are heard when it comes to shaping policy and creating best practices. 
Caregivers who have been involved with their local and regional associations, or who have brought their concerns 
forward to the AFKA, have truly been instrumental in helping to shape the way for caregivers today. We know 
there is still work to be done, and we continue to work hard to advocate for you and the children in your care, 
every day. 

If you as a caregiver are facing any issues in your region that do not sit well with you, or if you feel something 
could be done better, it is important that you voice your concerns. If we do not know about them, we cannot help 
to resolve them, or to bring them forward at a provincial level.  

There are a variety of ways for you to have your voice heard.  

1. GET INVOLVED with your regional or local foster/kinship caregiver association or regional council. We can’t 
stress enough how important this is, to get involved. Aside from providing an important self-help function for 
caregivers, local associations which are made up of foster and kinship caregivers and in some areas a social 
worker liaison, serve an important role of reaching caregivers directly. In doing so, the local associations are able 
to hear honest caregiver concerns and their successes. Each local association has elected officers, holds regular 
meetings, and sends a representative to Regional Council meetings – Caregivers are also encouraged to attend 
Regional Council meetings. 
 
The work of local associations is vital to the success of the AFKA. The role the AFKA has in helping to strengthen 
the supports and services for all foster and kinship caregivers, relies hugely on input from foster and kinship 
caregivers across Alberta. Local issues and concerns are brought forward to the Regional Council, items 
unresolved at that level, to the AFKA. By strengthening the local associations and regional councils, we, the AFKA, 
can help give a stronger voice to foster, kinship caregivers, and the children in their care. Help us, help you, by 
getting involved with the associations and councils in your region.  
 
For information on how you can become involved and have your voice heard, contact your local association or 
regional council president for information on upcoming meetings. Contact information can be found on our 
website at: https://www.afkaonline.ca/contact/district-assoc-presidents/ 

https://www.afkaonline.ca/contact/district-assoc-presidents/
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2. We encourage you to get to know and make regular contact with your AFKA Regional Board Member and let
them know how things are going. You can bring any concerns or comments you have to their attention as well.
Your board member will share your comments/concerns with the AFKA at regular board meetings. AFKA Board
Member Contact information can be found at: https://www.afkaonline.ca/contact/board-of-directors/

3. You may contact the AFKA directly, Monday – Friday from 8:15 AM – 4:30 PM by calling us at 1-800-667-2372
or by emailing us at info@afkaonline.ca. Caregivers can also request one on one support from the AFKA by filling
out a request for support form available on our website at: https://www.afkaonline.ca/general/request-for-one-
on-one-support/

When we notice a trend, where something of concern is occurring in more than one region, we bring these 
concerns forward to be addressed at a provincial level, with the Ministry of Children’s Services. If it is not 
something which seems to be happening across the province, we will help to direct caregivers to resolve the issue 
within their region.  

We are all in this together, and it takes all of us working together to make positive change. 

Sincerely, 

Katherine Jones, RSW 
AFKA Executive Director 
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